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Priends and Countrymen, 


CA INCE more be t invaluable 
E 4 Privilege of electing a Repreſenta- 
Ave of a People is devolved upon 
vou, uſe it therefore as it deſerves; 
as 72 are 2 it is in your Power to have it 
free alſo. Free or nt it muſt be, there 
is no Medium, chooſe which you like. This 

\ B ſacred 


* 


(6) 
; faered, and only State Prerogatiye of the Heo- 
1 ple comes but ſeldom, it behoves you ckere- 
| bore to be cautious; if you err in ous Choice, 
it will not ſoon be in your Power to rect 
5 It comes to the Share ef few 100 
dice in their Lives 3 <baoſe they 3 
tative you would live under. If you would 
be free, chooſe a free Repreſentative; if a 
Slave, leave the Choice to your Enemies. 
Did you conſider how precious that Liber- 
ty is you ſo often talk of, how difficult to 
ere, how impoſſible (once loft) to reſtore; 
that the Houſe of Commons is the Guardian of 
that Liberty, and you Chooſers of that Guar- 
dian, the Importance of the Truſt would guide 
your Vote, and you could never err in your 
Choice; as you are Free, fo ſhould your Re- 
preſentative be, the ont ſhould be the Model 
of the other; a Free Parliament repreſents 
Free Men, a Dependant Parliament Slaves. 
Slavery is the SubjeQtion of thoſe who want 
Power, or, which is the ſame Thing, whoſe 
Power is enfeebled by Corruptiog, to arbitrary 
and lawleſs Influence, for no other would be 
Slaves. The whole Power of the People is in 
the Elected; ; if the Elected are corrupted, 
your Power is betrayed,” and Slavery. conſe- 
quently is your Lot. This is not ideal, tis 
real 9 BeKe beware then with whom you 
truſt that precious Charge, the Power of the 
— of Great * uy 
An 


((*7)) 1 
And here I would recommend to y 
Confideration, the important Share the Ho 
of Commons holds in the State, its Nature, Ute 
and Influence, and the true End of its origi- 
nal Iaſtitution. This is too large a Topick 
to treat of at preſent ; I ſhall only pes, 
ſo much of the Conſtitution as is neceflayy to 
demonſtrate the great Conſequence of a gene- 
ret Election, and how much it behaves the 
Electors to chooſe thoſe who are worthy of 
© Monarchy is by moſt agreed to be the bolt 
| of Governments, if Princes were always wife 
* - and good; for where one governs, there c 
be ho Competition, no Jealouſy, no Faction 
tg tear, rend, or weaken the State; but 
Operations of Government are quick, ſteady, 
' 3} - igorons and bold; leis liable to Oppoſitiop, 
aanqd less ſtill to be defeated: And this is 
wappy Conſequence of being goyerned by the 
! wiſe and regulated Will of One, So. on, 15 
| other Side a depraved Will, (too generally 
found in Princes, who are always expoſed; 0 
the ſtrong Temptations of Ambition) aimg 30 
introduce Tyranny and Slavery; this renderg.it 
neceſſary to be corrected and reſtrained. 
; A Monarch therefore has the Power to 
„ ee che eee Good, on tolintrodace the 
greateſt political Exil; that is, to diſpepſe go 
- - the Subject all the Bleſſings gf Freedom, or 


giva them the. Curſe af Slayery, ; To procyse 
io. B 2 There 


4 


(®) 
therefore all the Advantages of Moharehy, 
and to reſtrain this depraved Will, and'pre- 
vent the Miſeries incident to it, is che Model 
and Deſign of the Britiſh Conſtitution, and 
more particulatly the Function of the Houſe 
of Commons. % gon © 


To procure then this Good. the Bentfits 1 
Monarchy, the King's Will is ſs circurnſeribed, - . | 


or more properly regulated by Law, that he 
can do no Wrong; and conſequently the Na- 
ion freed from the Havock of Tyranny and 
Ambition, while it enjoys the Sweetneſs of 
Tho, and Repoſe flowing from the: n 
= 
But if the King (ſay the Enemies of this 
often} will not be governed by the 
Laws, if he will not ſuffer his Power to be 
reſtrained where is your Reſource ? To what 
"Tribunal can you appeal, how can you be 
"redtefſed ? The Anſwer is at Hand, the King 
"has the whole executive Power of the __ 
but he, like all other Kings, can act only 
Bis Agents; his Miniſiry execute his Will 
. bot they execute it at their Peril; they muſt 
act according to Law, for the Law only is his 
Will; and in this Senſe he can do no Wrong ; 
"the Law imputes no Imperfeftion to him; if 
*ke errs, tis the Error of his Miniſters; if they 
d wrong they ate anſwerable for it; they 
cannot juſtify male Adminiſtration by the 
: Kings Commands; 125 Commands have no 
| 1 Authority, 


| 
| 
| 


(9) 
— bar as they - are watranted by 


Here then is the great Power atculigely, *. 
ſiding in the Houſe of Commons; from 
whence is derived the great Benefits of monar- 
chical Government, which proceeds from the 
juſt and regular Adminifimtion of the Laws; 


for what Man will dare to diſpenſe with them, 


or act contrary to them, though under the 
Shelter of the King's Authority, and confor- 
mable to his Will, when he is ſubject to the 
ſevere Animadverſion of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and liable to be brought to a juſt Pu- 
niſhment! No Man fo great but is ſubject to 
this Power; here 3 muſt be the 

of Liberty, where fits the Scourge of 1275 
ranny, 

Hence it is, from this Reſtraint rated and 
interwoven in our Conſtitution, the King can 
do no wrong, Hence the People have no co- 
ercive Power againſt the Prince, ſince the Po- 
licy of the State makes the Miniſter anſwer- 
able for his Conduct. Coercive Power over 
the King is a miniſterial Doctrine; ſubver+ 
five of the Conſtitution, and deſtructive of 
the King's Rights, It is a Doctrine propaga- 


ted by minifterial Tools, introduced meetly to 


ſkreen wicked and ambitious Miniſters; for 
fain would they juſtify illegal Meaſures, under 
the ſpecious Pretext of their Maſter's Com- 
n and lay the Blame on his Will, xk 
{ eir 


(10) 


cheir lou vile Abuſe of Power. The Crime 


his, though the AZ is their own ; the 


ult is to be imputed to him, what in them 
they would have conſidered the Effect of their 
Duty and Allegiance, and thus blacken bis 
Innocence by their Crimes, at any Rate to 
ſave heels from. Puniſhment, whatever 
becomes of him, But our Conſtitution is wi. 
ſer; and has provided: againſt ſuch dangerous 
Expedients; it ſecures the King from the 
Snares of his deluding Miniſters; it protects 
the Prince from the Inſolence of the Subject, 
as well as the Subject from the Tyranny of 
the Prince. It gives him no Power but to do 

| his Commands are vord when illgal. 
Thus all the Miſchiefs of a monarchical Gos 
vernment are avoided, this happy Copſtitus 
tion taking from the Prince the Means of do- 
ing Harm, by inveſting in the Houſe ef Com- 
mons this Power to — check and curb 
the flaviſh Submiſſion of bis Miniſters to his 
Will, or their too forward Zeal to purſug 


Meaſures' agreeable /to bim, which may in 


the leaſt prove deſtructive of Engle 1/1 jar? 
ty, or of it's true Intereſt. . 


The other Houſe, moſt noble as it is, a, 


gteat as it's privileges are, is not ſo properly 
the Seat of Engliſh Liberty; they have e 
near a Connection with the Prince, as natu>- 
rally promote his Intereſt, though perhaps de- 
* to thoſe of the People. Their Proxi- 

mity 


(1) 
mity to the Throne their Station «nd Digni- 
ty give them continually too flattering Ex. 
pectations of Honours, Power, and Riches 
from tbe Favour of theit Prince, to permit 
their cloſe Attention to the Intereſts of the 
People; their Privileges are born with them, 
they claim no Authority from the People, and 
therefore more naturally inclme to Meaſures 
and Views calculated more likely for! the 
Court Climate than the Conntry's Good; be- 
fides here generally' reſide 'the chief and moſt 
numerous of the King's Miniſters, who are, 
as 1 have ſaid, the Agents of his Will, and 
accountable for their Conduct: This makes it 
neceſſary fome independant Power, indepen- 
dant of that Houſe, ſhould be a Check on the 
Authority of ſuch Miniſters, jealous of their 
Schemes, and. vigilant over their Meaſures, to 
accuſe, impeach and puniſh, It is ſome- 
where elſe then, the Dignity, the Privileges, 
the Power of the People muſt refide. © 
The Houſe of Commons then is the Palla- 
dium of Liberty, where the People intruſt all 
that is dear to them , Houſe whoſe Mem- 
bers are all choſen by themſelves, and de- 
rive their Authority from their Choice; they 
are no other than 'a Repreſentative of the 
People, or rather the People themſelves, 
cloathed- with the Power of the State: Here 
Liberty has placed her Throne, from hence 
ſhe diſpenſes. her happy Influences. How 
ne- 
* 


(12) 
veceſſaty: then is it to ſend Members worthy 
ſo great a Charge 
To be free then, is to have a Hot of 
Commons that is ſo: Free from all Influence 
and Corruption, - independant of the arbitrary 
Will of the Prince, independant of his Mini- 
0h independant of their Smiles and Favours, 
dant of all Power but what is legal; 
in ſhort, independant 'of every Thing, but 
that Liberty of which it has the Honour to 
be the Support and Guardian. 

From this ſhort View of our happy Contz- 
tution it appears, that a Britiſh King is a grea t 
Monarch, endowed with all the Power of 
State to do Good, incapable of doing Harm: 
The King can do no wrong, is a Maxim of 
our Laws, which imputes all Perfection to 
the King, no Error or Imperfection whatever; 
therefore all Submiſſion, Subjection and Al- 

iance is due to him, although Miſchiefs 
ſnould happen in the State, ſince his Mini- 
flers only are accountable for his Conduct, of 
which they are the Inſiruments. There can be 
no Coercion over the Actions or Perſon of the 
Prince; no legal Right can he taken or forced 
from him, for any Act of his, becauſe his 


Power is exerciſed by his Miniſters, who are 


accountable for his juſt Adminiſtration, and 
therefore all the Ills that can ariſe from an 
arbitrary Exerciſe of Power are puniſhed in 
thaw. The King can loſe no Right#Pre- 


rogative, 


ſneuoy anfl 13/). 4- 
rogative, oy Forfeiture ,by his free Will and 
Conſent, bleauſe he has no Power * 4 
ill. 1 

The King s Prerogatives are given him for 
the Good a the People, his Intereſts are their 
Intereſts; none but a weak Prince can miſ- 
take them or diſunite them; they mutually 
\ bpport each other: But a Miniſter's Intereſts 


6 * 


may differ from both, their Views are often 
partial and center in themſelves; they abuſe 
the King's Prerogative, and make it ſtoop to 
their private Ambition; they proſtitute the 
People's Inteteſt to promote their own; as if 
the King's Power and Subjects Treaſure were 
only fit to aggrandize themſelves and Fa- 
milies. 

Miniſterial Power is therefore only to be 


dreaded and guarded againſt with the utmoſt 
Care, Prudence and Vigilance. Their Schemes 


and Meaſures are to be entertained with great 
Caution and Jealouſy, and all unconſtitutional 
Acts puniſhed with the greateſt Severity; but 
how can this be done, but by an independant 
Houſe of Commons, choſe by independant E- 
lectors ? 115 

Hence therefore may plainly appear what 
Sort of Perſons ought to be rejected or accept- 
ed for this great Office; all thoſe who are un- 
der the Influence of the Crown, and the Mi- 


q q niſtry, muſt bs neceſſarily dependant. There- 


= all Place-Men and — muſt be 
C cut 


a 


(14). 
cut off; none of theſe n wh > tl 
leaſt Share in the Favour of a Britiſh Elector; 
for ill would ſuch Perſons fit to execute an Of- 
fice, formed and created to reſtrain that Pro- 
fuſion of Britiſh Treaſure, of which they ſo 
laviſhly partake, and for which they in their 
Turn muſt ſupport at all * e the 
Meaſures of their Patrons, be they ever ſo de / 

. 

Places and Penſom, in the Hands of wicked 
Miniſters, are diſtributed as the Rewards of 
their own Corruption, and no Man can en- 
Joy theſe Bounties of State, that cannot ſhew 
by a flaviſh Zeal to a wicked Miniſter, that 
he firſt well deſerved to be hd, follow- 

ing the Advice of the Poet. 


: Aude ali id Haris aut i carere 48 
Si vit he — 


Thus the Rewards Jos to boneſt Men are 
| „ the Means of Corruption to ſeduce. 
them, and are given them for the Fant of 
that very Merit for which only they ſhould 
ſerve them ; Miniſters and their Favourites, 
arc therefore | improper Objects for the Britiſh 
Electors. 8 , 
ITI The Liberty of Engli 7 vo depends, as] | 
| n faid, on the Power of Parliament; which 
1 xeſtrains all Acts of State within their due and 
+ ene but the Acts. of — m 
| SS orme 
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2C- 
= * 
d 
s, 
h 
1 
h 
d 
7 
d 


(15) 
formed by Miniſters and their Agents; there- 
fore ſuch ought to have no Vote in that 
Houſe, where only their own Miſconduct can 
be cenſured, rectified and puniſhed, 
All Sorts of Dependants ought to be re- 


| (hed, not only ſuch, who are rendered fo 


by actual Enjoyment of Places and Penſiont, 
but as much as poſſible thoſe who have any 
Connection with them, or with any Member 
whatever of the other Houſe. The Conſtituti- 
on is ſo jealous of her Electors, that the Mem- 
bers of the other Houſe are enjoined not to 
interfere. There is a natural Jealouſy and Com- 
petition in all concurrent Powers; and there- 
fore each Power ſhould be independant and 


uninfluenced by its Competitor, otherwiſe it 
would be prepoſterous for a dependant Power 


to conteſt with that Power to which it is de- 


ndant; a conſtitutional Dependancy in the 


different Eſtates, otherwiſe than on the Law 
only, is inconfiltent and abſurd, 

"Theſe being to be rejected, naturally point 
out who are to be choſen. You have in e- 


lurements of Corruption ; Men of Underſtan- 
ding, well able to aſſiſt the Deliberations of 
State, and to do the Duty of an honeſt Re- 
pteſentative; ſuch Men you oughe to chooſe, 
Men Roo you welt know; your Neigh- 
C 2 bour, 


| 
: 
, 


very County, every Borough, Men of Pro- 
. bity and unfhaken Hononr ; Men of Fortune, 
not liable to Temptation, and above the Al. 


| (16) 

bour, your Friend; one who will have a due 

Regard to what you ſhall expect from him, 
and recommend to his Care, and who will 
think the Approbation of his Country his beſt 
and greateſt Reward, and be proud to deſerve 
it; ſuch a one you ſhould chooſe, who if 
beſt and intimately acquainted with his Elec- | 
tors, your Trade and Commerce, and con- 
ſequently beſt able to redreſs your Grievances 
and ſupply your Wants, He muſt be a Coun- 
try Gentleman, no Courtier, Theſe are the 
proper Objects for your Repreſentatives. 

Be jealous therefore of a Stranger, eſpeci- 
ally a Courtier, ſuch who comes from far to 
offer you his Service ; ; one who is a Stranger 
to you, your Intereſt, and Principles; for ſuch 
there are who offer themſelves. Treat this 
Attempt as the groſſeſt Affront; 'tis a tacit 
Reproach that you had none in your Com- 
munity fit to repreſent you. Theſe Men 
court you with a fawning Cringe, a falſe diſ- 
ſembling Look and ſervile Flattery, and not 
only offer you their Service, but offer you Mo- 
ney to let them ſerve you, as if you were to 
be bribed to your own Good; they treat you 
as Fool. and Knave ; a Fool to believe them, 
and Knave enough. to be corrupted by them. 
No Man gives Money for nothing, — leſs 
to get into a Place of great Truſt, attended 

| with Care, Trouble and certain Expence. 
[| Theſe Men mean nothing leß, but by proſti- 
| tuting 


. 
tuting the Truſt you beſtow upon them, make 
you thereby to contribute to their own private 
Emolument and Service; a Place or Penſion 
is what they want, for which the Miniſter 
muſt in Return have all he wants, Money, 
Men, Ships : No matter how much, how ma- 
ny, or for what ; no matter what becomes of 
you, your Trade, Commerce, Liberty and 
Conſtitution z they have bought you and there- 
fore they may /e// you. Thus you barter your 
Birthright for a Meſs of Pottage, but ſure you 
will conſider well firſt, . - 
- Your Member ſhould be, like Milton's Vir- 
gin, dor UNSOUGHT BE. WON ; you ought 
to deliberate amongſt yourſelves, who is the 
Perſon fit to be honoured with your Suf- 
frage; who is the Perſon that deſerves! to be 
entruſted with that ſacred Depoſitum of your 
Liberty; when found, you are to court him 
by all ſocial and friendly Tyes, and the 
great Obligation he owes his Country to ac- 
cept the Charge. You ought to chooſe a 
Repreſentative, with the Caution, Prudence, 
and Foreſight you would a Wife; ſuch a 
one whoſe Fidelity you could rely - upon, 
whoſe Conſtancy and Faith would never a- 
buſe that ſolemn and ſacred State, and vilely 
mingle with the Favourites of Tyranny and 
Oppreſſuon, | 
On the other Side, how unfit is a Perſon 
who unſought or unaſked, like a common 

Proftitute, 


1 

o 

bi |} 
1 

p l 
'' free: Choice of his Cou 
* 

: 


muſt ſee it: Chooſe therefore thoſe you know, 


Ou) 


Profiitute, offers and obtrudes himſelf upon 
you to repoſe in him that invaluable Truſt 
wherein your All conſiſts? Why is he fo eager, 
why: ſo ſelf-ſafficient to force himſelf on the 
men, and why ac- 
cept of a Place attended, if duly executed, 
with Cate, Vigilance and Trouble, meerly 
as he pretends — ſerve you, who perhaps he 
w. before ?. Such a Perſon carries with 
him — unerring Marks of a true Proſlitute, 
who-perſwades you ſhe loves you only the 
more eaſily to delude and betray you, a Dali- 
lab, that diſarms you of your Prudence, di- 
veſts you of your Power, and gives you up 

bound to your Enemies. 
Theſe Marks are fo plain, I wonder any 
ſuch ſhould attempt bella Candidates, and 
more that they ſhould: ſacceed ; the cloven 


Foot is fo apparent, that the moſt unwary 


fach- whoſe try'd Merit and Honour has ſet 
him far above Corruption, his Fortune above 
Femptation, and 1 nn above _ 
cio... 

The Election of a Member: of Parkament 
is a moſt ſerious Affair of the greateſt Conſe- 

the nobleft Privilege any Subject in 

the known World can boaſt of or enjoy; how 
therefore can it be abuſed? Conſidet well the 
Power and the Privilege with which you in- 


veſt him: 3 be made, altered or 


repealed 


(19) 
led. without his Concurrence; no M 

nh be levped on on you but . —— 
further, it is the ſole Prerogative of that Houie 
to impoſe it. No Miniſter can oppreſs you, 
but that Houſe can bring him to — 
Independant Members are a Curb to hwlefs 
Power, the Dread and Scaurge of the gui 
Minister, and the ſafe Guardians of your Li- 
berty; they ate the Judges of the Exigencies 
of the State, and no Power on Earth can ex- 
act a Shilling but by their previous Direction 
and Conſent: Can you then a Tax im- 
ed by them, whom you yourſelves have 
choſen for the Stewards of your Treaſure. If 
they oppreſs you, thank yourſelves : If they 
burthen . with penal Laws, thank your- 
ſelves : are — and become the 
Tools of EA whoſe Conduct they ſhoald 
watch over and cenfure,” thank yourſelves : If 
they approve: Meaſures you ought'towoppoſe, 

if they countenance, encourage and ſupport 

thoſe Men they ought to puniſh, thank your- 

ſelves. In ſhort, if they betray your Liber- 
ties, and deſtroy your Conſtitution, thank 
yourſelves who chooſe them. Take heed that 
ſuch a Reflection (now only to be prevented) 
may not bring on Repentance when too late. 
Remember ſorty Days hence you cannot alter, 
retract, or amend what you have done for 
ſeven long Years, perhaps never. If you have 
mew IE Parliament, the gras | 
| wholly 


(as) 
wholly, yours; if a bad one, who can you 
blame but your deluded ſelves? you: weat the 
Shackles you have made. 

Vou find the Matter of ahh the Building 
is compoſed, it is your own Fault if it be pu- 
trid, infirm and rotten, when you have good, 
| ſound hearty Oak enough growing in your 
Soil which will never fail you. Let your Mem- 
ber, like the ſturdy Oak, have an inflexible 
Virtue, that will reſiſt the lawleſs Efforts, and 
tempeſtudus Tides of Power. Chooſe Mate- 
rials which will ſecure you ſafe under its Roof; 
but if you uſe the ſlender Twig or rotten 
Beam, why ſhould you wonder, — com- 
if it bends, warps, or breaks under the 
leaſt Weight of minifterial Power; you knew 
it before you uſed it, why then did you uſe it. 

Suppoſe, my Friends, that the baneful Diſ- 
poſition of the Times made it neceſſary for 
the Government, on pretended Exigencies, to 
oppreſs you (already greatly burthened) with 
freſh Toxes,' or to patob up a Peace deſtructive 
of the Honour, Intereſt! or Commerce of the 
Nation; or to lead your Armies at a great Ex- 
pence on -Expeditions no ways coinciding, 
but contrary to the true Intereſt of your Coun- 
try; ot to do any other Act of Power, de- 
ſtructive to your Liberties or true lotereſts, and 
the Houſe ſhould then be diſſolved. Where. 
would your Reſentment go? Where would 
an __ Redreis? Where but in a new and 


independant 


Cry 
independant Parliament, ſent by yourſelves to 


demand a Redreſs of Grievances, or if itte- a 


deere, to puniſh the Authors of them. 

Suppoſe Meaſures of this Kind were on foot, 
for. it may be the Caſe, what in Prudence 
ſhould you then do, but to elect Members 
with that Caution as you would do if thoſe 
Meaſures were really exiſting? You cannot be 
hurt by your Caution, you will. never repent 
ſending a worthy Man to Parliament, you may 
in ſending a weak or corrupt one. If the Mi- 
niſtry are jealous of you, ſhew likewiſe a pru- 
dent Jealouſy of them. If they dare not truſt 
you, ſend none but thoſe you dare truſt, none 
but Men who have their King, their Conſti- 
tution, their Liberty at Heart. The Country 
Intereſt againſt the Court Intereſt ; this will 
diſappoint the artful- Anticipations of cunning 
deſigning Minifters, who ſend you to an Elec- 
tion in a good Humour, that they may not 
hereafter: fear you in a bad one; but let your 
Wiſdom diſappoint their Cunning, by a ſea- 
ſonable Choice of - Independants. 

It is a wiſe Qbſervation of a great Man, 
that the Engliſb x argc can never be dr 
firozed but by a Parliament, a corrupt Parlia- 
ment can only do it. So it may alſo be ſaid, 
that its Liberty can never be ſupparted and juſt- 
ly vindicated, but by an honeſt and free Par- 
liament. As you are now to chooſe, which of 
the two will you ſend? the One to undo and be- 
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tray you, or the Other to ſupport and protect 
you? Can you heſitate which? Wy arte 
A Parliament will always protect you, in 
Proportion as it can curb and reſtrain the mi- 
niſterial Power within its due Bounds, that is, Mr 
in Proportion to its Freedom ; but if it is de- 
pendant upon it, what will be the Conſe- 
oe? Inſtead of protecting you, it will add 
owet to your Adverſary, who will grow wan- 
ton with your Properties, and deſpiſe your Re- 
ſentments, The Parliament in the Hands of 
a Miniſtry, (moſt dreadful Thought !) what 
can it not do? The Miniſtry, by the Principle 
of Self-love, will no doubt eſtabliſh itſelf be- 
yond the Reach of Puniſhment, and every 
anti-conftitutional Act will be conſecrated by 
parliamentary Sanction. Such a Miniſtry, ſro 
ſupported, may act even in deſpite of King or ; 
People. In ſuch a Situation they might flight 
the King, and tyrannize over the People. 
What could the King do? he muſt be aided 
by his Parliament, but his Parliament is not 
under his but his Miniſter's Influence. He is 
therefore in their Power, he cannot change, 
alter or remove them: Their parliamentary 
Influence is neceſſary to ſupport Court Mea- 
ſures; ſo he muſt ſubmit: his Prerogatives to 
their Care, and by a fatal Neceſſity, let them 
do as they liſt. They not only root them- 
ſelves in Office, but giye Law to their Prince, 
and tell him whom he ſhall chooſe for his Ser- 
* . $I vants, 
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vants. A miniſterial Caprice, as ſtrange as 
this, has happened in the Engliſb Annals; 
and if the King is ſo treated, what muſt the 
People expe! They have nothing but Patience, 
and like the meek Aſs, bear the Burthen 
brought upon themſelves ; a moſt deſerved 
Puniſhment for their egregious Folly! 

This, my Countrymen, is what I have at 
preſent to offer to you, without any Invectives 
on the deceaſed Parliament, or Obſervations 
on their Actions, you know them and fee/ 
them. However, it is now diſmiſſed, for 
what Reaſon I will not preſume to gueſs; but 
this I am ſure of, that it is not for want of 
Complaiſance or Submiſſion to the miniſterial 
Will. Remember that I have not applied to 
your Paſſions, but to common. Senſe ; uſe it 
for once, and taſte the Benefit of an indepen- 
dant Houſe of Commons, You cannot chuſe 


but uſe it, if you conſider, that one Vote is 


ſometimes the Majority that directs and deter- 
mines the greateſt political Events, - One Vote 
in an Election may produce that Member, 
who on ſome critical Conjuncture may fave or 
deſtroy your happy Conſtitution, and with it 
the Liberty and Tranquillity of Engliſbmen. 
Think of this my Countrymen and give your 
Vote. Independancy is the Word, 
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